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Swat That Moth-or Look Out! 
By C. H. Richardson, Zool. Madame Stalks an Enemy 
T HE clothes moth, the devil of the clothes closet, is today finding it 
harder and harder to make an ade-
quate living off my lady's wardrobe. 
"Anti" this and that and a hundred kinds 
of powders, gases, tablets and liquids 
are making life unsafe for him, but still 
every year even the most metriculous of 
housewives is bound to one day unex-
pectedly run across the tell-ta le holes and 
powdery indications of his presence. ;.I.'o 
know how to deal with this marauder, if 
encountered, and how to constantly guard 
against his return is Madame's surest 
key to wardrobe happinses. 
Clothes moths cause much damage to 
rna terials of animal origin, attacking all 
types of woolen goods, furs, hair, feath-
ers and the like. The results of their de-
structive work are especially noticeable 
in woolen clothing, upholstered furniture, 
carpets, rugs, and in the felts in pianos. 
There are two species of clothes moths 
in Iowa, the webbing clothes moth and 
the case-making clothes moth. The web-
bing clothes moth is the most abundant 
and most of the damage reported is due 
to this species. 
THE [Ldult webbing clothes moth is 
a small, pale buff "miller," which 
avoids bright daylight, but may often 
be seen flying in dimly-lighted rooms 
and closets. Although most com-
monly seen in spring and summer, indi-
viduals may be found in heated dwell-
ings at any time of the year. The moths 
do not feed at all, and live hardly more 
than a month, during which time they 
hunt out and lay their minute oval white 
eggs in the material upon which the cat-
erpillars will feed. As many as 150 eggs 
may be laid by a single moth. 
The eggs hatch in 7 to 10 days and 
the small caterpillars, shunning the light, 
work their way along the folds and 
meshes of the material to a place of 
seclusion. Here they feed upon the hair 
or other animal material, cutting holes 
into garments. and spinning webs as they 
go. The caterpillars may reach full 
growth in a few weeks or the growth 
period may last as long as two years 
depending upon the quality of the food 
and the temperature and air moisture. 
After full growth is reached the cater-
pillars transform to pupae 01· chrysalids, 
within silken cases. 
To defeat the enemy even before he 
attacks is the best policy. Woolen cloth-
ing and other materials of animal origin 
should not be left undisturbed in closets, 
cupboards or trunks for long periods, 
particularly during the summer months, 
unless measures have been taken to pro-
tect them from moth injury. Such ar-
ticles should be thoroughly brushed in-
side and out (under the collars of woolen 
garments) and placed in the strong sun-
light for several hours before being laid 
"M-m-m Lunch!" 
away. A well-made chest or tight trunk 
is a suitable place for storage. One may 
also use cotton or paper bags or paste-
boa-rd boxes sealed with paper strips. 
Whatever type of container is used, 
one should n,lways scatter flake naphtha-
lene or paradichlorobenzene among the 
materials stored in the container. One 
pound of either of these substances is 
sufficient for an ordinary trunk and lh 
pound for a bag or large pasteboard box. 
As both these substances vaporize at the 
ordinary room temperature, it is import-
ant to use a quantity sufficient to last 
through the summer, when moths are 
most abundant. Naphthalene is more last-
ing because a higher temperature is re-
quired to vaporize it, but it tends to 
cling in garments, leaving an odor un-
pleasant to some people. Paradichloro-
benzene has a less objectionable odor, but 
vaporizes more rapidly. 
J F clothing has become infested with 
moths it is advisable to fumigate 
garments with carbon disulfide. For this 
purpose about three fluid ounces of car-
bon disulfide are required for a container 
the size of an ordinary trunk, the fluid 
being placed in a sau-
cer on top of garments 
in the trunk. The trunk 
should not be opened for 
forty-eight hours and the 
air temperature at the 
t i m e o f fumigation 
should be 70 degrees F. 
or higher. As carbon di-
sulphide is about as ex-
pJ csive as gasoline, it is 
necessary to use it only 
in the absence of flames, 
sparks or temperatures 
near the ignition point. 
Moths are difficult to 
eradicate from uphol-
stered furniture, but sev-
eral methods are avail-
able. Perhaps the sim-
plest of these is to place 
the f urniture out of doors 
for several hours when 
tho temperature is below zero F., after 
which all stages of the insect are de-
stroyed. Or the f urniture may be placed 
in a room in which the temperature is 
raised to between 130 and 140 degrees F., 
and held in that range for six hours. 
Fumigation with carbon disulfide, hydro-
cyanic acid gas or some other suitable 
fumigant is also very effective, but gen-
(Oontinued on page 16) 
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Ames Hemstitch and Pleating Shop 
Hemst,tching, P leating, Buttons 
Alte rations-Repairing 
"Dressmaking a Feature" 
408 Douglas 1741-J 
Over Gas Office 
-------------·~-------------~~ 
See "A;~;,-;:-t--1 
On Your Printing Needs I 
I Andersen Print Shop i 230-J ---- ~~:e.s,_ ~o~v:. J 
'"-------------------~ ! Superior Shoe Repair I 
I While-U-Wait I 
. I 
I " BOB" WILLIAMS I 
11 Across from Puritan Restaurant I 
228 Main St. Ames, Iowa l 
~-------------------~ ,~-------------------
1 PARNO'S 
Cmnforu Building t JEWELRY STORE 
-------------------4 
1--;-AD~-;-~~-ON -----1 
1 Merchant Tailors 1 
! Cleaning and Dyeing I 213% Main St. P hone 149 I 
l ___ :::~~~::~~~~:!:::: __ J 
I Frank Theis Druggis;--1 
I I 
I 21 7 Main Street I 1------~~::_~:: _______ 1 
r------~::~~~;~-------1 
I ATWATER KENT I 
I RADIO I With the Golden Voice i CHRISTENSEN'S HARDWARE i 125 Main 8t. P hone 12 
-----------------------4 
'I" • ' " • ;~~:c:i~~:~::~:;:---1 
r.o mpounded at 
L~~IN PHARMACY J 
, __________________ 1 
Hart Studio 1 
P hotographs 
of Char acter 
I 
I 
I 
I I 
~---------------~ 
Head Greets Association 
(Continued from page 9) 
and suggestions as to your feeling in this 
matter. No organization can prosper un-
less it has a reasonable and real l'eason 
for being. Let us put our shoulders to 
the wheel and make our State Home Eco-
nomics Association a live, vital and nec-
essary thing for the women of Iowa. 
Sincerely yours, 
Lula E . Smith. 
Swat: That: Mot:h! 
(Continued from page 1) 
erally best done by someone familiar with 
the procedure. Another method is to sat-
ur::tte the upholstery with gasoline, using 
only the col01·less product free from anti-
knock compounds. Dul'ing and after treat-
ment the fumiture should be placed in 
the open air away from fire. 
Piano felting may be protected by 
hanging a cloth bag which contains one 
pound of either naphthalene or paradi-
chlorobenzene inside the piano case. The 
piano should be kept closed when not in 
use. 
It is very important to clean e.losets 
thoroughly with a vacuum cleaner, giv-
ing attention to corners and cracks along 
the base boards. Spray liberally with oni! 
of the household pyrethrum sprays all 
cracks in floo rs and around base boards, 
in fact, in all crevices where lint has 
collected. - Carpets should occasionally he 
cleaned with a vacuum cleaner on the 
under as well as the upper side. 
If the house is to be vacated for sev-
eral months rugs and carpets should be 
liberally coated with flake naphthalen<J 
and rolled up tightly, then securely 
1Vl'apped in paper. 
Sometimes the entire building becomes 
infested with moths. In such cases fumi-
gation of all the rooms and halls with 
hydrocyanic acid gas is necessary. As 
this substance is highly poisonous and 
dangerous in the hands of inexperienced 
persons, the housekeeper should call in 
an experienced operator to do this work. 
r-;RA~-~-;~-~~M ---1 
! F amous Footwear 
I f or I Men and Women 
$5.00 to $10.00 
Not too cheap to be good, not too 
high to be econ omical. 
Experienced fitting service. I ,I l Brannberg & Aim Home of Enna-Jetticks 31.5-17 Main St., Ames I 
----····------··· ------~ 
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Next month : Special rates on I permanents in clubs of five; a free I reset with marcel; free shampoo 
with water wave. 
~-----------------~ 
·-yello; cabT~xi--1 
Day or Night Service I 
Phone ] 16 
Sheldon-Munn Hotcl-1900 1 
-------------------~ 
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I I 1 We speciali:te in LeMur and 1 I E ugene permanent waving. I 
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Before You Buy 
Valent:ines 
see our complete stock. 
Campus Drug Co. 
Lincolnway and Welch 
I 
I L.-------------------1 
,----------------------~ I I 
I I I STOP I 
I at the 1 i I New Gladstone I 1 Rooms Strictly Modern 1 
1 Rates Reasonable 1 
I I I -one block S. Memorial Union I 
I I 1 Phone 565 128 Lynn 1 
~------------------------~ 
'"-----------------------~ I I 
I ! I Specialized I 
1 Permanent 1 
I w I 1 aves I 
I 7 Years Experience 1 
ll ::;d~:·;::~:;~~:: I Phone 1069 1 
I ________ _... 
